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364

107
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Therc isd time in every man’s educatlon when he
afnves 4t the’ conviction' thit envy.is-ignorance; that
imitation is suicide; that he must cake himself for
better for-worse as hls ‘portion; that though the wide
universe is full-of: :good; no:kernél of nourishing corn
~can come-to him: but through his toil bestowed on that

: '-‘{_plot of ground which is given to.him to till. .

- Triist thyself ‘every heart v1brates to that iron strmg Accept
_the p!ace the dlvme_prowd nce has.found for you, the society of
1e8; thc_connectton of events., Great men have

. alway doné so '_f_’nd confided themselves childlike to the genius

etraymg their perception that the absolutely trust-

‘worthy was.seated-at their heart, workmg through thelr hands,
o predommatmg in all their béing. .
15

“Whoso.would be a-man, mnst be a nonconformist. He who

_ would gather imimortal . palms must not be hindered by the name

bdness, but must cxplore if it be goodness. Nothing is at last

sacred but’ the mtegrity of your own mind. Absolve you to your-

Self; and you'shall have the suffrage of the world. I remember an

“answer which ‘when qmte young 1 was prompted to make to a

" valued adviser who was wont to' importune me with the dear old

- doctrines of the ¢hirch. On my saying, “What have I to do with
" the sactednéss of traditions, if [ live wholly from within?” my

friend suggested—“But these impulses may be from below, not
from above.” I replied, “They do not seem to me to be such; but

4f T'dm-the Devil’s child, T will live then from the Devil.” No law
_-can be sdcred to me but that of my nature. Good and bad are but

names very readily transferable to that or this; the only right is
what is after my constitution; the only wrong what is against it. . . .

bestowed { 'Tlstéd'l adj. applied; used bestow v

accepted.beliefs, customs, of practices
"+ absolve (gb-z5lv') v to'clear of guilt or blame

o

GUIDE FOR READING

9 the divine prow‘dencez'G..od.-

12-13 betraying . .. trustwarthy: .
revealing their awareness that . .

_predominate (pri-ddm’a-nat’} v to have cantrolling power or influence
- mongonformist (ndn'ken-fdr'mst n. one who does not follow generally

God.

16 immortat palms: everlasting .. '
triumph and honor In ancient
times, people carried palm lgaves as
a symbol of victory, success, or joy. -

19 suffrage: approval; support.

21 wont to importune me:
accustomed to trouble me.

26-29 What is implied by Emerson’s |
use of the word sacred? Why does
he believe that one should follow
his or her own nature?

29 after my constitution:
consistent with my physical and
mental nature.

1|_'

USTNG CONTEXT CLUES Students can: determtne
the meanings of unfamiliar.words by using con-
text clues that suggest cause-and-effect relation-
ships. Write the following sentence on the chalk-
board and ask a volunteer to identify a cause-and-
effect relationship in it. Have students use the
meaning of the sentence to suggest meanings for
the word hestow.

The wealthy family plans to bestow money on

the museum so that it can expand and add

new art. -

Pveteachmg V@cabuﬂawy

Cause: Money will be bestowed. ': for additional support,

Effect: The museum will expand as a result of
money being bestowed.

the Pupil's Edition.

Exercises Ask students to use their understanding

of cause-and-effect relationships to figure out the

meanings of underlined terms.

1. Her ideas seem to predomingte, so she will
probably win the election next week.

2. After the judge decided 1o absolve the prisoner,
he was released from prison.

3. Because she has an aversion to loud noise and
crowds, she never attends concerts.

1 Use Unit Three Resource Book p. 14

A lesson on using context clues appears on p. 326 in




perfect sweetness the independence of solitude. . . .

" Kindrad Spirits (1849), Asher B.
Durdnd. Qil on canvas, collection of
The New Yok Public Library, Astor,
Lenox and Tilden Foundations.

hat I'must do is all that concerns me, not what the

[ people think. This rule, equally. arduous in actual and’
in intellectual life, may serve for the whole distinction
between greatness and meanness. It is the harder because you
will always find those who think they know what is your duty
better than you know it. It is easy in the world to live after the
world’s opinion; it is easy in solitude-to live after our own; but
the great man is he who in the midst of the crowd keeps with

33 meanness: the state of being
inferior in guality, character, or

value,

35~38 What does Emerson say is

easy to do? What does he say a @
greaf person is able to do?

SELF-RELIANCE 365

Kfndred Spmts by Asher B. Durand

.mw APPRECIATION “Asher Durand (1796— f886)
was a leader of the Hudson River School of paint-
_ing: These artists portrayed the grandeur of nature
and the concept of a wilderness in which people
were an insignificant intrusion in the landscape.
Instruction Encourage students to analyze the
ideas represented in this painting. How are natural
elements portrayed? What does the composition
of the painting suggest about the importance of
people in this landscape?

Possible Responses: The pecple are small and

Vleawmg alﬂ@ﬂ R@g@n"ese@tmg
not the focus of the pa:ntmg Thelr faces are not. :
“clear; while the _d_etaj_ls‘ of their natural surround- -

ings—running water, contour of.the rocks, leaves

on the trees—are qU|te clear and- occupy most of =

the canvas.

Application What do you suppose the peop!e are

talking about? What sounds do you imagine the
people are hearing? If you were in that setting,
what would you feel?

Possible Response: Accept all reasonable
responses. Students might say the people hear
the sounds of moving water and birds.

Less Proficient Readers

_Set a Purpose Have students r

learn Emerson's beliefs about r

- formity, or refusing to do what

one else does..

 Students Acquﬁtﬁng Englisk

Studenits may find Emerson’s ¢
complex sentences challenging

. mdy.wish to help them paraph

tain passages aloud to ensure ¢

. _hensmn

Use Spamsh Study Gulde for
radditional support, pp: 91-93

Gifted and Talented
. Students may be interested in 1

of "Self-Rellance ‘and’eve

- the televance of Emerson’'s IdE:
: h!gh school students today

B Students Acquwmg Enghsh

E‘@ Exp]am that arduous mean

- difficult!” Ask students to explai
 difference between actuaf life ¢
" intellectual fife, Help them para

thIS sentence

SELF-RELTANCE




sible Responses. dlspleasure of.ﬂ :
.~.0ur faces “av rsmn ‘ )

g SIuIIs and Strategles. ‘
.RE :

udents compare the theme of
arpf from “Memorrs” to that of
liance! '

H Response - The theme of

irs” is that truith is the most
int thing, even when it is diffi-
aear. In “Self-Reliance,” Emerson
es a similar idea in his empha-
inding what is true for oneself
ique individual.

et Fuller

ly a journalist and critic, Fuller
The Digl, the journal of

n's Transcendental Club. Fuller's
f views are expressed in her
loman in the Nineteenth

4 published in 1845.

or nonconformity the world whips you with'its displeasyre,
And therefore a man must know how to estimate a sour -
face. The by-standers look askancé on him in the pubhc h

street or in the friend’s parlor. If this-aversion. had its origin in

contempt and resistance like his own he might well go home

with a sad countenance; but the sour faces of the multitude, like

45 their sweet faces, have no deep cause, but are put on and off as
the wind blows ahd a newspaper directs. .

The other terror that scares us, from self teust is our consis-
tency; a reverence for our past act or word because the eyes of
others have no other data for coniputing our orbit than our past

5o acts, arid we are loth to disappoint:them: .

A foolish consistency is the hobgObhn of httle mmds adored
by little statesmen and phllosophers and divines. With consis-
tency a great soul has simply nothing to'do; He miay s well
concern himself with his shadow ‘on the wall Speak what you -

ss  think now in hard words and’to-mortow speak what to-morrow. .
thinks in hard words again, though it contrachct every thmg you. -
said today.—*Ah, so you shall be sure to be misunderstood.>— e

E 58 60 Pythagoras

Is it so bad then to be misunderstood?’ Pythagoras yas misun- .

derstood, and Socrates, and ]esus,;and Luther, and Copermcus,.

60 and Galileo, and Newton, and every pure and wise spirit- that
ever took flesh. To be great is: to be rm' understood e

and they searr S
my feet. Yet nothmg but S
e trurh w1ll do

- one consequence of belng a

39-42 What does Emerson say is |

nonconformist? .7
41 askance lo-sk¥ns’): with
disapproval, sL{spicion;‘.or distrust.

47-52 Why does. consistency scare
us from trusting ourseives?
50 foth {léth); qnwiillng; reluctant.

51 habgaoblin: a séurce of fear or

dread. Notice that Emerson does

not criticize all'consistency, only

- *foolish” consistency that does not

allow for change:er progress.

52 divines: religious leaders,

Newtc'm
great thinkers whase radical

o theorles and viewnaints caused

controversy

*. of plows.

R 3:'1 ploughshares (plou shﬁrz) the cuttmg blades

1. 2. sear; scorchy burn;

rsmn-_(e'-'ve_r'zﬁan).n.'a strong dislike

NUZIE THE AUTHOR'S POINT: UF WEW A &'

$E Some standardized tests ask stu- .

‘0 show that they can recognize the

s point of view and purpose. To provide
ts with practice, read aloud or write on
alkboard the following questions:

can tell from "Self-Reliance” that the
10r believes some traditions and old
trines

are worth preserving and using as a
juide for behavior.

UNIT THREE PART 1

ssessment Staﬂdardazeeﬁ T@S‘E l@mctﬁﬂc@ /

B. help shape the'lives ofgreat-thinkers. o 'tua"'es
“C‘*keep~peapLe,fr,om_foll.owmg-the:r"own
rmpulses and seekmg out thelr own’
* truths. :
- D, help him look wnthm hlmseLf to ftnd hlS
own place and function in the world.
‘Answar: C
2. The author's main purpose in warning
people against “foolish consistency” is to
A. encourage people to be open-minded
and willing to contradict their past atti-

“their peers.

.and attitudes.

Answer: A

‘B. help people earn more respect among
€. encourage a return to tradltlonal beliefs

D. wam people against llstemng too closely
to the inaccurate advice of others.
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The InterActwe Reacﬂer PLUS
Far Engllsh Learners

- every person to develop his or her potential as an individual. Emerson s
~essay “Self-Reliance” is a collection of his thoughts on the lmportance of |
‘the individual ‘and the- need to think mdependently '

the place the cl1v1ne prov1dence has found for you, the society

PREVIEW Ralph Waldo Emerson was a well-known writer-and lecturer in :
_the United States in the 19th century. He believed strongly in the need for

There is a time in every man’s education
when he arrives at the- conv1ct10n that

though the wide universe is full of good :
no kernel of nourishing corn can come
to him but through his toil bestowed on
that plot of ground which i is glven to
him to till. . :

Trust thyself: every heart Vlbrates to that iron string. Accept ;

example rs h

R

of your £6 8, the connection of events. Great men
have always done so, and confided themselves childlike to the
genius of their age, betraying their perception that the
absolutely trustworthy was seated at their heart, working
through their hands, predominating in all their being. .. ~
Whoso would be a man, must be a nonconformist. He who

&

'."bés‘td\}ve_d' (bY- stod’) adj. applied; used bestow v
pred@minatin? (pri-d8m’e-nat'ing) adj. having controlling
power or inflyence predominate v

nonconformlst {hdn'kan-fdr'mist) n. one who does not
follow generally accepted bellefs customs, or pract|ce5




Individuality Emerson stressesthe. . -~
importance of individuality rather than. . .=
community. Individuality is an important. "~
value in American culture. DA

WORE POWER
Mark words that you'd like to add to your
Personal Word List. After reading, you can

2| record the words and their meanings
.| beginning on page 476.




would gather immortal palms must not be hindered by the
name of goodness, but must explore if it be goodness. Nothing
is at last sacred but the integrity of your own mind. Absolve
you to yourself, and you shall have the suffrage of the world. T
remember an answer. which when quite young I was prompted
to make to a valued adviser who was wont to importune me
with the dear old doctrines of the church. On my saying,
“What have I to do with the sacredness of traditions, if.I live
wholly from within?” my friend suggested—“But these *
impulses may be from below, not from above.” I replied,
“They do not seem to me to be such; but if I am the Devil’s
child, I will live then from the Devil.” No law can be sacred to
- me but that of my nature. Good and bad are but names very
readily transferable to that or thlS the only mght is what is
‘after my constitution; the only wrong what is against it.
What I must dois all that concerns me, not what the people
“think. This rule, equally arduous in-actual and in intellectual
life, may setve for the whole distinction between greatness and
meanness: It is the harder. because you will always find those
who think they know what is your duty better than you know
it. It is easy in the world to live after the world’s opinion; it is
easy in solitude to live after our 6wn; but the great man is he
- who in the midst of the crowd keeps with perfect sweetness
the independence of solitude. .. .

Y\ Refleot

S
%%And therefore a

E man must know how to estimate a
sour face. The by-standers look
askance on him in the public street or
in the friend’s parlor. If this aversion
‘had its origin in contempt and
resistance like his own he might well
go home with a sad countenance; but

In this sect
Emersonita
obstaclesf

i

@

* absolve (8b-zBIv') v t6 clear of guilt or blame
*“aversion {8-vir'zhan) n. a strong dislike

80




_ ;How does Emerson descr!be a great
jperson?

',.;.Emerson s wntmg mcludes words and
: ,-phrases not commonly used today. HIS
- sentences are also fong and. complex
: '_Break up longer sentences lnto parts

Pause Refleci

Look at the passages you underlined as yb'u: '
-read. Two of Emerson’s main ldeas abuut
self—rellance are

{(Main ldea)

Meﬁapﬂmr In the highlighted sentence
people’s scorn and dislike toward the
nonconformist are comparedtoa
Whlpplng




‘The other terror that scares us from self-trust is our. =
~consistency; a réverence for our past act or word because the
eyes of others have no othe'r data for CdeUtihg our orbit
than our past acts, and we are loth to disappoint them.
o .- A foolish consistency is the hobgoblin of little mmcls3

vadored by little statesmen and philosophers and divines. With

consistency a great soul has simply nothing to do. He may as
well concern himself with his shadow on the Wall Speak
what you think now in hard words and to-morrow speak
what to-morrow thinks in hard words again, though it
contradict every thing you said today.—*Ah, so you shall be

sure to be misunderstood.”=~ Is it so bad then to be
misunderstood? Pythagoras was misunderstood, and Socrates,

- and Jesus, and Luther, aridCopernicUs and Galileo, and
Newton, and every pure and wise spirit that ever took flesh.
To be great is to be m1sunderstood R

i . . The InterActive Reader PLUS
82 For English Learners




;‘_.-_to descnbe the publlc s negatlve feellngs
_toward those who thoos; not to-conform -
- to sacietal narms and be lie i
compared to the pubh '

S 511. Look back at the two obstacles that i,rqu
~ underlined as you read. The obstacles are

and_

(Clarify}

"2, Emerson states that great thinkers may

" change their minds and seem to contradt't :
themselves as they develop new ideas.:
According to Emerson, is such W;lllngness
to change a good or a bad tralt'? Good/Bad
- because

Based an this essay, does Emerson think it
would be easy or difficult for most people to
become self-reliant? Mark passages that
give you clues about his view,

(Author’s Perspactiva)




