
 

 
 
 
The   MAJOR   topic   for   college   entrance   and   scholarship   essays   is   based   on   this  
question:    What   is   your    passion?    Here   are   some   of   those   scholarship   passion   essay  
prompts   my   students   have   written   to:  
 

1. Every   individual   is   unique,   but   we   all   have   things   in   our   lives   that   we   love   to   do.  
These   are   the   things   that   we   are   passionate   about.   Write   an   essay   detailing   what  
you   are   passionate   about.   Be   creative   and   describe   as   best   you   can   how   your  
passion   makes   you   feel   and   why   you   are   passionate   about   it.   

 
2. The   18th   century   French   philosopher   Denis   Diderot   said,   “Only   passions,   great  

passions   can   elevate   the   soul   to   great   things.”   Trace   the   development   of   one   of  
your   passions   and   reflect   on   how   it   has   contributed   to   your   personal   growth.   

 
3. Describe   something   that   you   are   passionate   about.   Why   is   your   passion   relevant  

in   the   21st   century   and   how   does   it   affect   your   worldview?  
 

4. Passions   in   an   Admission   or   Scholarship   Essay    Your   passion   for   certain  
causes   or   issues,   as   well   as   your   hobbies   or   interests,   show   who   you   are.   How  
do   you   spend   free   time?   What   excites   you?   Concerns   you?   Enrages   you?   What  
have   you   done   to   translate   this   passion   into   action?   We   accepted   a   student  
whose   concern   over   the   Middle   East   conflict   led   him   to   give   bracelets   to   all   of   his  
classmates   commemorating   those   who   have   died   in   the   conflict.   His   essay   on   the  
topic   worked   because   his   passion   led   him   to   action,   and   his   writing   conveyed   his  
passion.   Another   student   explored   how   his   childhood   Lego   hobby   was   a  



springboard   to   building   robots   in   national   competitions.   One   of   our   freshmen  
females   whose   frustration   over   male-female   relations   in   her   high   school   led   her  
to   start   a   Gender   Issues   discussion   group.   We   have   had   students   write  
fascinating   essays   on   their   obsession   with   beads,   their   rock   collection,   or   bike  
riding.   Perhaps   you   think   it's   less   than   admirable   to   say   you   spend   every  
Saturday   afternoon   watching   classic   movies,   but   if   you   can   intelligently   reflect   on  
why   you   love   old   movies   and   what   it   shows   about   you,   it   could   be   a   worthwhile  
topic.   
 

5. “We   advise   NOT   to   turn   your    passion   essay   into   a   “Jock”   essay   because   you  
won’t   stand   out   from   the   crowd.   We   have   a   lot   of   jocks   apply!    Avoid   the   “Big  
Game”   or   “Big   Match”   essay.   Instead,   if   it   MUST   be   sports,    try   using,   for  
example,   wrestling   as   a   metaphor   for   life   (determination,   “wrestling”   with   choices,  
being   held   down,   being   stuck,   reversing   a   bad   situation),   and   tie   in   academics.  
 

6. “We   advise   you   to   write   about   something   that   we   DON’T   see   on   your   resume   or  
in   your   recommendation   letters   or   in   other   parts   of   your   application.   
 

7. “Speak   from   the   heart.   If   ANYONE   else   can   speak   your   truth,   it’s   not   YOUR   truth.  
What   makes   you    different   from    ALL   the   others   who   have   applied?”  
 
 

8. The   Process:    First,   make   a   list   for   yourself   of   all   of   the   things   you   are   passionate  
about.   Next,   for   each   thing,   list   some   of   the   reasons   you   are   passionate   about  
this   and   how   it   is   you   express   or   demonstrate   your   passion.   Now,   look   back   at  
what   you've   written.   Which   thing   were   you   able   to   write   the   most   about?   That's  
your   topic.   Now,   free-write   --   Set   a   timer   and   just   start   writing   about   that   thing.  
Don't   worry   about   grammar   or   punctuation;   just   write   down   any   images,   thoughts,  
ideas,   or   memories   that   come   to   mind.   Now   you   have   your   raw   material.   Look   at  
what   you   listed   and   what   you   free-wrote.   Decide   what   you   will   include   in   your  
essay.   Decide   in   what   order   you   will   include   each   thing.   Then   write   a   draft   of   your  
essay.  

 
 
Your   first   round   of   scholarship   applications   will   be   due   in   8   months   in   November,   then  
February,   then   March   1st.   A   few   local   ones   (WC   School   Board,   Circle   of   Hope,  
Drymalski,   etc)   are   due   April   1   of   your   senior   year.   That   means   the   time   is   NOW   to   start  
focusing   on   what   it   is   that   will   set   you   apart   from   the   crowd.     HOW???  
Pick   up   2-sided   sheet   on   back   shelf.  
 
Finding   Your   Purpose   video   and   article  
https://sharemylesson.com/blog/seven-ways-help-teens-find-purpose  
 
6   Ways   to   Help   Teens   Find   Their   True   Calling  
https://www.imom.com/career-quiz-for-teens-alternative/  

https://sharemylesson.com/blog/seven-ways-help-teens-find-purpose
https://www.imom.com/career-quiz-for-teens-alternative/


 
Four   Simple   Questions   to   Find   Your   Passion  
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=qmiBcHJpKR0  
 
TED-X   Youth:    Find   Your   Passion,   Discover   Your   Future:   
TEDxYouth    events   are   fun,   imaginative,   and   smart   TEDx   events   designed   for,   and   often  
organized   by,   young   people.   They   bring   ideas   worth   spreading   to   all   ages.  
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=l5g9To0DwgA  
 
TED-X   Youth:    How   to   Find   Your   Passion   and   Make   it   Your   Job  
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=8Swu8iiuFx4  
 
Now   meet   some   teens   who   pursued   their   passions...  
Teen   who   pursed   her   passion  
https://www.firstcoastnews.com/video/news/local/first-coast-living/pursue-your-pa 
ssion-teen-ceo-opens-sweet-soap-store-fcl-may-15/77-1964f3d6-7ec6-413c-ac6 
8-896fd72cc8da  
 
Teen   creates   film   festival  
https://www.today.com/video/meet-the-teen-raising-money-for-parkinson-s-resear 
ch-using-his-passion-for-filmmaking-80616005904  
 
Teen   uses   passion   to   fight   food   insecurity  
https://www.happify.com/hd/this-inspiring-teen-turned-his-passion-for-baking-into- 
a-calling-to-feed-the-hungry/  
 
Teen   uses   passion   for   the   environment  
https://www.coloradohometownweekly.com/2020/03/29/superior-teen-uses-passi 
on-for-environment-on-towns-advisory-committee/  
 
Passion:   It’s   all   in   his   mind?  
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=LhiAlQuIC5c  
 
Teen   uses   passion   for   karate  
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=LhiAlQuIC5c  
 
This   kid   crochets   with   a   passion...and   a   purpose!  
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=0jV5WC3A_Y8  
 
11   Inspiring   People   who   Followed   Their   Passions  
https://www.inc.com/bill-murphy-jr/here-s-how-to-turn-your-passion-into-a-fortune.ht 
ml  
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Films   about   finding/following   passions  
https://www.imdb.com/list/ls026064527/  
 
Sample   Essays  
 
https://voxatl.org/teenager-passion-can-change-life-forever/  
 
 
How   to   prepare   NOW   to   write   that   all-important   scholarship   application   essay:  
Volunteer--in   a   classroom,   for   a   kids’   sport   season,   in   a   nursing   home   or   hospital  
Work   part   time   jobs  
Sign   up   for   exploratory   summer   programs  
Get   involved   in   a   service   project   that   isn’t   a   one-and-done   experience  
Get   involved   with   a   church   or   service   organization  
Design   a   project   and   make   it   happen--like   benches   along   a   bike   bath   or   a   memorial  
garden   at   a   church   or   a   garden   to   raise   produce   for   homeless   shelters   and   The  
Banquet.  
 
 
https://thereluctantcowgirl.com/help-teens-discover-passion/  
 
 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=kWhbz6mSJOA  
 
 
Passion   Project   ideas  
https://lovelyrefinement.com/passion-project-ideas/  
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https://voxatl.org/teenager-passion-can-change-life-forever/
https://thereluctantcowgirl.com/help-teens-discover-passion/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=kWhbz6mSJOA
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Laying   the   Groundwork   for   a   Passion   Project Name____________________  
 
Video   &   Article:   Seven   Ways   to   Help   Teens   Find   Purpose  
 

A. Factors   essential   to   fostering   purpose   among   students  
1. A   student’s   ______________   and   ______________  
2. What   the   ____________   needs  
3. What   the   student   _____________   to   do  

 
In   the   coming   few   years...  
--Do   something   because   you   ______   it,   not   because   you   get   rewarded   for   it!  
--Learn   to   work   and   ____________   well   with   others.  
--Build   a   relationship   with   “spark   coach”   or   mentor  
--EXPLORE!   Take   a   trip,   attend   a   camp,   work   on   a   community   project  
--Don’t   be   afraid   to   ________.   Failure   builds   critical   life   skills!  
--    Know   yourself   and    what   YOU   want   from   your   life—not   what   OTHERS   want   for   you,   or   what   is  
EXPECTED   of   you—but   what   actually   makes   YOU   come   alive.   
--Ask   and   understand    why    you   are   learning   what   you   are   learning.  
 
Article:   6   Ways   to   Help   Teens   Find   Their   True   Calling  
Identify   your   personal   gifts  
Take   a   career   aptitude   test  
Use   the   Occupational   Outlook   Handbook  
Pursue   Volunteer   and   Extracurricular   Activities  
Try   career   exploration   camps  
Shadow   for   a   day  
 
  Answer   the   questions   below   in   at   least   3   complete   sentences.  
 
Video:    Four   Simple   Questions   to   Find   Your   Passion   
 

1. What   makes   you   lose   track   of   time?  
 
 
 
 
 

2. What   do   you   spend   money   on?   You   care   enough   to   invest.  
 
 
 
 

3. Where   do   you   fear   judgement   because   it’s   so   important   to   you...because   you  
care   about   it   and   WANT   to   be   excellent   at   it?  

 



 
Video:   TED-X   Youth:    Find   Your   Passion,   Discover   Your   Future:   
 

4. What   makes   your   heart   race?  
 
 
 

5. “What’s   that   thing   that   when   you   do   it   others   get   jealous?”  
 
 

 
 

6. “What’s   that   thing   that   people   tell   you   you’re   great   at?”  
“That   thing   will   lead   you   to   fortune   and   happiness.   Sometimes   the   very   things   that   hurt   us   the  
most   are   the   things   we   can   use   to   help   others.”   
 
 
 
Video:   TED-X   Youth:    How   to   Find   Your   Passion   and   Make   it   Your   Job  
Who   are   you   as   a   person?  
 
What   skills   do   you   want   to   use   and   what   are   you   good   at?   Find   a   crossover.  
 
 
 
What   do   you   want   to   get   out   of   work?   Making   a   difference,   variety,   self-control,   autonomy?  
 
 
 
What   do   you   want   in   a   work   environment?   Power   dresser   in   city   office,   outdoors,   large  
international   company   or   starting   own   small   business?  
 
 
 
Get    MULTIPLE   work   experiences    in   a   diverse   range   of   careers!   Don’t   marry   your   first   career!  
Date   around!   If   you   could   try   lots   of   jobs,   what   would   you   do?  
 
 
Learn   by   doing!   How   to   choose?   
Take   skills   you’re   best   at   and   specialize   in   those.   Apply   them   to   many   industries.   Try   a   portfolio  
career   that   shows   traits   like   flexibility   and   ability   to   learn   quickly.   65%   of   careers   not   invented  
yet.   5   career   (not   job)   changes   in   a   life   span.   Love   what   you   do!   Happy   people   live   longer!  
 
 
 
 
 


