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S you study the 1950s in US history, you will learn that the 1950s was an Age
of Paranoia_marked by
Fear of _i< ysSia_(theiron curtain required demonstrations of American power)

Fear of _{i{ln i (Korean War ended in stalemate)
Fear of Q punwanis i (McCarthyism and the communist witch hunt in Wash, DC)

Fear of L.ibevulitin (Rise of the Republican Right)
Fear of the {unh (After Hiroshima and Nagasaki)
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>As people started to think of the possibility of space travel, Xeve K{dﬁé’vbecame
popular with readers.

Tha sl i, , )
>Major authors included Ray Bradbury, who wrote _© \\A avBan (‘vum,/,m and Isaac
Asimov, who penned X Rubot (The more recent Will Smith movie) in this decade.

The Characteristics and History of Science Fiction: | .
>Science fiction is often based on < e.ck £¢ Quin ples and A€ \n,.-o(.uj\// c lausad s

>Science fiction may make S\‘Wé‘v() (Sous  about life in the future.

>Science fiction often deals with ¢ Ki ¢ w> or with life on other planets.

>Science fiction can comment on {» pcrhuﬁv \SSweA in society.

The Themes of the Science Fiction Formula or Recipe (what good sci fi writers
include) '

>Fear of the -« Ly : America in the 1950s was in the grip of a national emergency
—an age of paranoia—a fear of the unknown.

>Vast _c{estvu (T1/an: “imagination of AliSe ke on a scale so vast that mankind will
have no future, will lost control of his destiny and destroy himself—man is his own worst
enemy (listen to Klaatu’s speech in The Day the Earth Stood Still)— e il (.gcdz.%(»-ex}g

: . ladey!.
>1he f-ez.QemQ (c\./avmwmﬂp’ is the agent of Seluaty V. An alien invasion starts local
then grows; help flows national to local and stable institutions like the Army restore order.
(See Klaatu and Bobby visit the Lincoln Memorial).

> Scie n (L is good. Writers create a “rule of reason” through science and
technology.

SUS vsi/\L’\é,L’b“\: people vs. the pods and blobs and big bugs; culture vs. nature;
moderates vs. extremists. Writer dehumanizes the enemy. Home is safe while danger is
“out there.”
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Remember that all notes, video clips, articles, and stories are all fair game for quizzes and

tests! Tune in! » {
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Slide 1: Sci Fi Reflects Cold War Realities

These factors prompted a boom in science fiction during the 1950s:
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Extraterrestrial invaders=__ & oW g n isST=

Slide 2: Elements of Science Fiction

. Realistic & fantastic details.

Grounded inreal =5 C i€ vl (L

. Usually set in the o fwve

. Unknown _inuewtss; advanced & amazing € Ui cqpy

Makes serious ¢.owme- about the world

. Contains a weevwivne for humankind, sometimes causing mass hysteria like the threat of

Communlsm and the threat of the Atomic Bomb

Slide 3: Elements of Science Fiction:

1. Setinan _o Wevusde location; another planet, world, dimension

2. Maycontain _a tiews orstrange 1koe Levs and unexplained events

3. Musthavea gvnte fon <t (hero) and M.nc,m,;r (villain) who do battle. The
villain often represented Communism.

4.  Will have a ‘3‘1‘/(’)\&: vy that must be overcome by the hero.

Slide 4: Ray Bradbury quote~— \léfﬁ N (@W;C \

Slide 5: Settings: '
Another __i | aveX  underthe o ca ns , another _A i men S igw
A utopia or dystopla _

May be set in the <=ty or time travel to the \pa ST

May be in the present but in an a {Levine le reality

Sﬂﬁde 6: Characters

1. PuwtTagonist

2. (/xl/\'{'cth(bwvﬁ .

3. These characters may be a N va nora 'E\\—ov( L .

4. Protagonist or antagonist may be a society’s laews , (SeeSe %(,VW oﬁ 2 )|
5. Creatures, Voloots |, alicns.Manvs. Wachino J"

Slide 7: Science is Important to the Story , ,
Advanced technology, Cig neTirs , Aisess , O ’{’( o r(,-"ﬁ 45N
Special Do el = ~ or senses as a result of science

Science can be the _=a v in & or the root of the ‘D 2 fe un




Slide 8: Variety of contexts: ad og weed) e,
22 Dic s ithe W iS¢ use of irmblmtw,\]/ creates a(perfect v_ngeJrom the
flaws of modern society. Example=The Matrix

2. 1) \[ S-JWDe e : shows the dangerous outcom@of the unrestrained use of

Lecl and science. Take place in post-apocalyptic settings.
Examples= Dlvergent, Brave New World

3. )Xr\\u«m&u\cts = i i ”6\T\er life forms or iy (W \mc\!mm W\ iahr\é gﬁéﬂ
in control of a competing society, which leads to ¢ m-C1; /T With humans or the humans’
surrender to the superior force.

Examples= Arrival, Area 51, Avatar, Guardians of the Galaxy

, . ) . :
4 /\’\VW \ v L,Q/L’ : explores future worlds that help the protagonist gain |
enlightenment or may show how traveling Wuck in tivie  can change the pviese, 1.
Example= Batman vs. Superman: Dawn of Justice , Db e Frbe . MTE

Slide 9: Message
Most important reason to study science fiction=discuss and understand the concept of

&\m\c,é T udsay is changing faster than we can adjust to it.
Readmg 4hd developing an awareness of possible issues like those raised in science fiction
and encouraging us to think through as many possibilities as we can for a future issue will
better prepare us for the future.
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Slides 10-end: Scientific Pri Predlcﬁuons in Literature that came true in Life!

: Invention Predictedin the Year Fn i \g\__.;d{f. t\\c'Q s |\p: :\/u: [\bu
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